
Marilyn I Bird
February 13, 2026

Marilyn Ida (Gove) Bird, born March 26, 1938, in Easton, Pennsylvania,
passed away on Friday, 2/13/26 at the age of 87. She was residing in
Mertztown, Pennsylvania at the time of her passing. 

 

Marilyn was the beloved daughter of Raymond and Geneva (Klein) Gove. She
spent her childhood in Nazareth, PA where she grew up alongside her sister,
Evelyn (Gove) Dietz, who survives her. Marilyn attended a one room
schoolhouse known as the Aluta School, often walking through snow to arrive
each winter day. 

 

Her childhood was rich with stories and simple joys. Nicknamed “Shorty” by
her father—and soon by all her uncles—Marilyn was known for her cheerful
spirit and love of animals. She fondly recalled the day she hid beneath a
chicken coop to play with a litter of puppies, only to be discovered when her
father called out, “Shorty, are you under that chicken coop?” and then she had
to get back to work again. Growing up on a farm, she pulled mustard from a
14 acre field one piece at a time and often spent evenings with her dog,
Sporty, sitting by the woods, radio in hand, listening to music. She played the
piano beautifully—entirely by ear—and loved sledding down the long, icy
roads in winter. 

 

Marilyn graduated from Nazareth High School and later attended the



Churchman Business School in Easton, Pennsylvania, where she was a
member of the Beta Sigma Phi sorority. She went on to build a successful
early career as a secretary at the Easton Car and Construction Company,
contributing skillfully in several roles. On July 22, 1961, Marilyn married the
love of her life, William Bird, in Belfast, Pennsylvania, match sparked by their
shared enjoyment of square dancing. Together they shared 64 years of
marriage, raising two daughters and building a life rooted in partnership and
devotion. 

 

For 17 years, Marilyn served as the volunteer Organist and Choir Director at
the United Methodist Church in West Portal, New Jersey. She and William
also spent several wonderful years living in Lake Lure, North Carolina. A
woman of many talents, Marilyn created handmade greeting cards, painted
ceramics, supported the family dairy farm, and lovingly raised two very
different daughters, navigating their many activities with grace and humor. 

 Her greatest pride was working side by side with her husband on their farm.
One of her disappointments was when the cows were sold; she cried all the
way down the lane following the truck, having grown deeply attached to them. 

 Marilyn treasured her friendships. Her best friend, Connie Newell, remained
by her side for over 68 years until Connie’s passing in 2025. Don and Lola
Burd of West Portal, NJ, were also dear friends for more than three decades.
Marilyn even earned a trophy in horseshoe pitching from the Warren County
Agriculture Fair after many evenings practicing with the Burds. 

 Marilyn is survived by her husband, William; her daughters Bonnie (James
Korutz) and Cheryl (Ronald Carrington); and her grandchildren Ryan
(Micayla), Johnathan, and Ashley, all of whom lovingly knew her as “Nana.”
She also shared her home and heart over the years with four beloved pets:
Bo, Sammy, Kacy, and Jakey 

 Marilyn’s life was full, rich, and shaped by kindness, creativity, and steadfast
love. As she remarked herself, “The good Lord has been good to us and
blessed us in many ways.” 



Funeral Service: A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, April 11, 2026,
at 11:00 AM at Zion’s Union Church, 329 Church Road, Kutztown, PA 19530.
A calling time will begin at 9:30 AM. 

Memorial Contributions may be made to Mountain View Horse Rescue, 4508
Winding Rd New Tripoli, PA 18066. 

Condolences may be offered at schmoyerfuneralhome.com.



Previous Events

Calling Hour

APR 11. 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Zion's Union Church
329 Church Rd
Kutztown, PA 19530

Celebration of Life

APR 11. 11:00 AM - 11:30 AM (ET)

Zion's Union Church
329 Church Rd
Kutztown, PA 19530



Tribute Wall

AC

FA

JL

Andrea Crowell - April 30 at 02:45 PM

Marilyn was a dear lady, always thinking of others with her beautiful
handmade cards and phone calls to catch up. My parents shared
many laughs and fun times with Marilyn and Bill in Lake Lure and
considered them wonderful friends. I was sad to learn of her
passing. 
Sincerely, 
Andrea (Bruce and Gerry's daughter)

Family - April 08 at 11:06 AM

Family purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for
the family of Marilyn I Bird.

Jacqueline LaTorres - February 21 at 11:50 AM

We are so sorry for your loss. We have very fond memories of
Marilyn at Jim and Bonnie’s house… I can vividly remember sitting
around the oval kitchen table and having so many conversations.
She always addressed you by name in almost every sentence. I can
recall the time we were talking about places we’ve been and one of
my trips was to the Biltmore estate, chimney rock and lake lure.
Marilyn stopped me and said, hold on Jacquie, you know where
lake lure is?? Nobody knows where lake lure is…tell me more
because I spent a lot of time there. We spent many times talking
about early mornings and work ethic… 
Our deepest sympathy to Bill and Bonnie and the entire family. Big
hugs. Love you, Jacquie and Juan LaTorres

https://www.schmoyerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.schmoyerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


L(

BB

LB

CK

Lauren Winder (Wiltrout) - February 19 at 06:23 AM

I will always treasure our coffee dates and can still hear her laugh
joyfully ringing throughout the room. She will be dearly missed. 

Bernie & Sharon Beatty - February 16 at 08:20 PM

Saddened by Marilyn's passing,but Happy for the Beautiful Life she
lived. Marilyn was a Great Neighbor and Farm Friend. Prayers for
Peace and Comfort for Bill,Sherry, Bonnie Eve and family.

Lori (Klein) Brewer - February 16 at 05:44 PM

My deepest sympathies to Bill and dear cousins, Sherry and
Bonnie. For as long as I live, I will always hear your mother‘s laugh.
It was the best. I will always remember the trip she and I took to
Florida to stay with aunt Irene and uncle Don.

colleen kemp - February 16 at 04:58 PM

Marilyn Bird was the best Aunt that I could
ever imagine  She was always in the
kitchen baking cakes for someone's birthday
party or Anniversary party or Wedding. Even
Baby Showers. When she wasn't in the
kitchen she would be in the garden or out in the barn milking cows
along side of my Uncle Bill. Even when he was right, Aunt Marilyn
would always say something smart to Uncle Bill.  It was always a
joy to visit them and my cousins in the summer time!!!  I
will miss her dearly  
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Pamela and Donald Smith - February 16 at 04:53 PM

So sorry for your loss. We will miss Marilyn so much...especially the
regular phone calls between her and cousin Donald reminiscing
about their childhood fun growing up together. May she rest in
peace. Much love Donald and Pam.

Liz Jones - February 16 at 04:48 PM

Playing wicked games if pinochle!


